\ 


Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  l<nowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


) 


POULTRY  and 
SITUATION 


July  1958 

FOR  RELEASE 
JULY  17,  A.  M. 


PES- 196 


AMS 


Specialized  New  Jersey  Egg  Farms,  1945-57 

EGG  PRICES  AND  NET  FARM  INCOMES 

C  PER  DOZ.  


30 


$  THOUS. 


Net  farm  income  ^ 


J  \  \  L 


1945 


1950 


1955 


1960 


*  AVERAGE  RECEIVED  BY  COMMERC/AL  F  aUILY -OP  ERATED  FARUS  SELLING  AT  WHOLESALE. 

A  NET  FARM  INCOUE  IS  THE  RETURN  FOR  THE  FARMER'S  AND  HIS  FAMILY'S  LABOR.  AND  FOR  THE  INVESTED  CAPITAL. 
1957  DATA  ARE  PRELIM/NARY 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


N  EG.  6278-58  (6)     AGRICULTURAL   MARKETING  SERVICE 


Within  the  range  of  variation  that  has  are  the  most  influential  market  fac- 
occurred  in  the  last  12  or  15  years,  tor  affecting  the  returns  of  farmers 
year-to-year  changes  in  egg  prices     specializing  in   egg  production. 


Published  bimonthly  by 

AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


7^ 


PES -196 


-  2  - 

THB  POULm  AHD  BOG  SITOATICO  AT  A  GUBCK 


JULY  1958 


It«B  : 

Dhlt 

tfanth 

or 
data 

ATorags 

^9^1 -76 

1957 

1958 

=  'ATorae, 

1957 

1958  : 

cumnt  situation 

BOGS  1 

Faza  production 


ATarage  nuBber  of 
layer*  on  fane  . 


Bate  of  lay  par  layer 

Apparent  disappearance, 
shell  eggs  per 
civUian  


Frozen  egg  productloo  .. 

Dried  egg  prodootlcc  . . , 

Price  reoelTod  tj 
faraers   


Mil.  doi. 

MllllODS 

Eggs 

Eggs 
Nil.  11). 

mi.  lb. 

K>t.per  doz. 


May 

May 
May 

Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 

May 


U72.O     !i67.9     1*61.9   ••  J'Jae        l*o6.U       I+16.7  1*19.2 


308.7  292.7  286.6  II  June 

18.1*  19.2  19.3  J'one 

31.3  28.1  1/27.2  ::  May 

68.2  59.6  50.9  ''•  May 


5.6 


4.0 


2.7  May 


Price  rsoelTod  \>j 
fSTBera  as  a  peroeot- 
aga  of  parity   


38.5       28.8       35.5   ::  June 
>: 


29l*.l 
16.6 

30.3 
68.8 
6.1* 

38.8 


282.2  280.1* 
17.7  17.9 

27.4  1/25.6 
66.3  67.7 

i*.3  3.0 
28.9  33.9 


Batall  price  (AMS)  .... 
Xgg-feed  prloa  ratio  .. 
Btooks: 

ShaU  

Frozen   


Egg-type  chinks  hatched 
■by  cooiaerclal 
hatcheries  


Psroent 
Ct.per  doz. 
U>.  feed 

Hioas.caaea 
NU.  lb. 

Millions 


May 

89 

66 

ao 

June 

or 

65 

75 

Apr. 

58.2 

1*8.9 

57.2 

May 

58.1 

1*7.2 

54.9 

May 

9.9 

8.2 

10.1 

June 

10.0 

8.3 

9.7 

FvB  prloa  of  poultry 
ration  


Dol.par  ovt 


Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  chickens,  live 

Broilers  

Farm  chickens  

All  chickens  


Ct.  per  lb, 
Ct,  per  lb, 
Ct.  per  lb. 


Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  all  chickens  as 
a  percentage  of  parity. 

Retail  price  of  broilers 
and  fryers,  ready-to- 
cook,  (AMS)  


Price  received  by 
feinners  for  turkeys, 
live   


Percent 
Ct.  per  lb, 
Ct.  par  lb, 


Stocks: 

Poultry,  excluding 
turkeys   


Turkeys 


Broiler-feed  price 
ratio   


Turkey-feed  price  ratio 

Average  vaekly  placa- 
■ant  of  chicks  in 

22  important  States. . . . 


Mil.  lb. 
MU.  lb. 

Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 


Hay  1 
May  1 

Apr. 


1,1*1*6  1,208  322  ::  June  1 
128.8     107.6       68.3    s:  Junel 


2,501* 
169.1 


129.1*  136.1 


May 


1,719  700 
II4O.5  101.5 

90.8  m.6 


May        3.91  3.53 


:: 

3.51    ::  June 


3.89       3.W  3i*.8 


First  month  of  the  year  in 
which  production  equalled  1957 


Year  as  a  whole  will  be  10  or 
12  eggs  below  1957 


iXtomblned  July  1  stocks  will 
^continue  about  2  million  cases 
'^elow  last  year 


June  hatch  also  likely  to  be 
sharply  up 


1                                                POULOSY  1 

:  May 
:  May 
!  May 

27.8 
21*. 3 
26.1* 

19.3 
13.6 
18.5 

20.1 
16.6 
19.6 

! : June 
: : June 
: :  June 

27.8 
23.3 
26.0 

20.7 
13.1* 
19.6 

21.0  : 
16.0  : 
20.3  : 

:  May 

88 

65 

68 

:  s  June 

77 

69 

71  : 

:  Apr. 

1*8.3 

1*8.9 

ii  May 

1*3.1 

49.8  ; 

:  May 

32.1 

21*. 2 

27.1 

: :  June 

31.8 

23.3 

25.6  i 

:  May  1 

87.7 

110.9 

72.5 

: :  June  1 

7B.0 

103.7 

60.3  : 

:  May  1 

66.8 

109.1 

104. 7 

:  1  June  1 

57.0 

98.5 

84.3  : 

:  May 

5.3 

3.9 

it.o 

: :  June 

5.3 

4.3 

4.2  : 

:  May 

8.2 

6.9 

7.7 

: ;  June 

8.2 

6.7 

7.4  i 

:  !tey 

28.7 

35.2 

: :  June 

29.4 

35.9  I 

All  influenced  by  high  prices 
of  red  meats 


1ntin  ffill 


1/  Partly  estimated . 


PES-196  -  3  -  JULY  1958 


THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board;,  J\ily  10;,  1958 


GOITTENTS 

Page 


Summary    3 

Review  and  Outlook    5 

Late-Season  Increase  in  Chicks  Hatched    5 

Egg  Prices  Rising^  Continue  Above  Last  Yeaj:    5 

Monthly  Egg  Production  Moves  Nearer  Year-ago    6 

Broilers:    Many  nov  Growing  in  Response  to 

Favorable  Price    6 

Large  Late  Hatch  of  Turkeys,  but  Total  Crop 

to  be  Smaller   8 

New  Poiiltry  Farm  Income  Series  Developed    9 

List  of  Tables    2k 


SUlvMARY 

Large  increases  over  last  year  in  May  and  June  hatchings  of  egg-type 
chicks  have  changed  the  egg  price  outlook  for  the  last  few  months  of  1958,  and 
point  to  about  a  10  percent  increase  over  last  year  in  the  number  of  egg-type 
chicks  hatched  during  the  main  season  for  replacements.    Through  April,  monthly 
hatcheiy  production  indicated  a  cumiolative  increase  of  only  7  percent  over  1957 
in  the  number  of  replacement  chicks.     But  May  hatchings  leaped  to  a  level  23 
percent  above  1957 ;>  and  Jmie  1  eggs  in  incubators  v;ere  2k  percent  above  last 
year. 

After  a  late  peak  in  seasonal  production,  egg  prices  began  to  creep  up- 
ward in  late  June  and  are  likely  to  continue  to  rise  in  the  next  2  or  3  months. 
In  early  July  egg  prices  were  generally  4  to  6  cents  per  dozen  (about  15 
percent)  above  the  year  before,  a  smaller  margin  thaji  tha.t  which  had  prevailed 
in  the  first  5  months  of  1958.    Under  impact  of  progressively  larger  monthly 
production  in  rela-tion  to  a  year  ago,  egg  prices  may  not  rise  fully  as  much  as 
last  fall,  and  by  year-end  may  actually  be  lower  than  a  year  earlier;  but  until 
the  last  2  or  3  months  of  the  year  they  are  likely  to  follow  an  irregular  upv/ard 
course • 

During  the  summer,  monthly  egg  production  likely  will  increase  to  above 
a  year  ago.     The  strength  in  egg  prices  since  last  September  has  been  due  in 
large  part  to  the  smaller  monthly  outputs  than  a  year  earlier,  and  the 
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expectation  for  some  time  of  continued  smaller  outputs  than  a  year  earlier. 
Although  monthly  production  in  June  overtook  1957^  prices  may  remain  above  1957 
for  a  while  after  monthly  production  has  reached  well  above  a  year  earlier. 
Through  May,  cumulative  1958  egg  production  was  3  percent  smaller  than  in  the 
same  months  of  the  preceding  year.    Output  in  June,  however,  was  above  1957  by 
less  than  1  percent. 

Broiler  production  is  at  a  record  level,  after  about  6  months  of  prices 
which  broiler  producers  have  considered  favorable.     Hatchings  and  egg  settings 
to  date  this  year  are  I5  percent  above  the  same  period  in  1957;         the  number 
of  pullet  chicks  hatched  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  10  leading  firms 
since  the  beginning  of  1958  has  been  16  percent  above  1957*    About  mid-August, 
the  nimiber  of  broilers  matviring  will  exceed  1957  by  about  23  percent,  but  the 
indicated  continuing  short  supplies  of  pork  will  temper  the  price  effects  of 
these  large  broiler  supplies.     In  June,  the  U.  S.  average  price  for  broilers 
was  21.0  cents  per  pound,  up  O.9  cents  from  the  month  before  and  O.3  cents  above 
June  1957-     Monthly  prices  so  far  this  year  have  ranged  between  19 '3  smd.  21-5 
cents,  and  for  every  month  were  higher  than  in  1957- 

Turkey  production  in  1958  vrill  be  do\m  sharply  from  the  8I  million  birds 
raised  in  1957^  despite  a  hatching  season  which  continues  later  than  last  year. 
About  an  8  percent  production  cut  seems  assured,  despite  expected  hatchings  in 
July  and  August  well  above  last  year.     In  11  States  which  report  weekly,  June 
hatchings  were   some\:hat   above  last  Jiine,  but  \mtil  June  1,  country-wide  hatch- 
ings had  been  lo  percent  imder  1957*    Although  slaughter  so  far  this  year  has 
been  almost  20  percent  below  1957^  large  stocks  from  storage  have  kept  prices 
received  by  farmers  from  rising  more  than  about  2  cents  per  pound  from  last 
year.     In  mid- June  they  averaged  25.6  cents,  compared  with  23.3  cents  a  year 
earlier.     This  differential,  about  the  same  as  the  average  1957-^0-1958  differ- 
ence since  mid-March,  may  not  mden  much  as  the  season  progresses,  despite  the 
sharp  cutback  in  production. 
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Review  and  Outlook 

Late-Season  Increase 
in  Chicks  Hatched 

Through  Aprils  monthly  hatchery  production  indicated  a  cumulative 
increase  of  only  7  percent  over  1957  in  "the  number  of  replacement  chickens  to 
be  raised,  but  May  hatchings  leaped  to  a  level  23  percent  above  a  year  earlier, 
and  June  1  eggs  in  incubators  were  2h  percent  above  last  year.    These  increases 
indicate  about  a  10  percent  increase  over  the  1957  level  in  the  number  of  re- 
placement-type chicks  to  be  hatched.    The  1957  main-season  hatch  resulted  in 
395  million  chickens  raised,  the  smallest  number  in  over  kO  years  during  which 
estimates  have  been  made. 

If  the  number  of  chickens  raised  is  about  in  proportion  to  the  hatch, 
the  1958-59  laying  flock  will  be  2  to  4  percent  larger  than  the  1957-58  flock. 
The  addition  of  new  piillets  be  large  enough  by  September  or  October  to 

bring  the  laying  flock  up  to  year-ago  levels,  because  the  addition  of  pullets 
\7±11  exceed  the  -v/ithdrawal  of  hens.     New  pullets  from  the  large  late  hatch  will 
increase  the  January  1,  1959  flock  to  well  over  the  352  million  hens  and  pullets 
on  hand  January  1,  1958.  • 

A  continued  higher  rate  of  lay  will  result  in  larger  gains  in  egg  output 
for  the  last  quarter  of  1958  than  are  indicated  solely  by  the  prospective  in- 
crease in  chicken  numbers.    The  data  in  Table  6   illustrate  the  upward  trend  in 
rate  of  lay  during  the  past  5  years.    These  increases  are  sharpest  and  most 
consistent  in  the  months  from  August  through  January. 

Egg  Prices  Eising; 

Continue  above  Last  Year 

A  large  increase  over  last  year  in  I/[ay  and  J\ine  hatchings  of  egg-type 
chicks  has  changed  the  egg  price  outlook  for  the  last  few  months  of  1958. 
After  a  late  pealv  in  seasonal  production,  egg  prices  began  to  creep  upward  in 
late  June,  with  prospects  for  a  continued  rise  in  the  next  2  or  3  months.  In 
early  July  many  egg  price  quotations  were  k  to  6  cents  per  dozen  above  the  year 
before     (Table    7  )^  a  siialler  margin  than  that  in  the  first  5  months  of  1958. 
Under  impact  of  progressively  larger  monthly  production  in  relation  to  a  year 
s-gOj  egg  prices  may  not  rise  fully  as  much  as  last  fall,  and  by  year-end  may 
actually  be  lo\7er  than  a  yeo,r  earlier;  but  until  the  last  2  or  3  months  of  the 
year  they  are  likely  to  follow  an  irregular  upward  course. 

In  mid- June,  vhen  egg  prices  were  near  the  lowest  levels  of  the  year  to 
date,  the  price  to  farmers  averaged  33*9  cents  per  dozen.     A  year  earlier  they 
received  28.9  cents,  and  a  month  earlier,  35*5  cents.    Price  changes  since  mid- 
June  have  been  mostly  upward;  Iowa  farmers  received  29  cents  for  Grade  A  large 
eggs  in  mid- June,  and  32  cents  in  the  second  week  of  July. 

Weather  tliroughout  most  of  June  continued  relatively  mild,  and  helped  to 
maintain  egg  queiity.     Under  hot  summer  weather,  the  reduced  proportion  of 
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Grade  A  eggs  in  total  market  receipts  vill  tend  to  push  prices  up  for  those 
grades.     Temporary  demands  upon  the  record-small  holdings  of  shell  eggs  in  cold 
storage  may  occur  during  or  after  hot  spells  this  summer.     This  would  result  in 
q.uite  erratic  prices  at  those  times.    The  stocks  of  shell  eggs  vould  be  moved 
out  qiiite  early  this  year  if  their  o-'.mers  should  feel  that  the  season-peal^  of 
egg  prices  mil  come  earlier  than  usvial.    An  earlier  pealc  may  be  expected  when 
a  relatively  small  laying  flock  is  replaced  by  a  larger  one. 

Lfonthly  Egg  Production 
Moves  Nearer  Year- ago 

During  the  summer^  monthly  egg  production  likely  \t±11  be  above  a  year 
ago.    The  strength  in  egg  prices  since  last  September  has  been  due  in  large 
part  to  the  smaller  monthly  outputs  and  the  expectation  that  output  wo\ild  con- 
tinue somewhat  below  1957'    But  current  prices  are  higher  than  last  year.  Prices 
this  simmer,  therefore,  will  adjust  from  a  higher  base,  and  this  may  help  to 
maintain  their  level  above  1957  for  a  while  after  monthly  production  has  reached 
we2J.  above  a  year  earlier. 

Through  I4ay,  cumulative  1958  egg  production  was  3  percent  smaller  than 
in  the  same  months  of  the  preceding  year.    Output  in  Jime,  however,  was  up, 
although  by  less  than  1  percent.     Later,  monthly  production  will  be  above  the 
year  before  by  a  larger  percentage  thara  the  annual  population  increase  of  1  to 
2  percent.    Thus,  per  capita  production  by  year-end  mil  exceed  1957- 

Per  capita  consumption  to  date  in  1958  has  been  below  1957       about  h 
percent.    Nevertheless,  supplies  of  eggs  moved  to  storage  have  also  been  below 
1957*    The  reduced  production  on  farms  has  had  an  impact  upon  the  distribution 
of  eggs  as  well  as  upon  prices.     Holdings  of  shell  eggs,  now  near  their  1958  ' 
peaJc,  are  the  lowest  for  any  year  since  records  were  begun  in  I916,  and  in  35 
cities  in  early  July  holdings  of  frozen  egg  were  28  percent  below  last  year. 
Combined  storage  stocks  of  shell  and  frozen  egg  on  July  1  were  probably  almost 
2  million  cases  less  than  on  July  1  last  yeajr.     This  is  eqi-iivailent  to  about  3 
percent  of  the  production  of  eggs  expected  in  the  second  half  of  1958. 

Broilers :    Many  now  Gro\d.ng  r 
in  Response  to  Favorable  Price  i 

Broiler  production  is  at  a  record  level,  after  about  6  months  of  prices 
whJ.ch  broiler  producers  have  considered  favoro.ble.     Hatchings  and  egg  settings 
to  date  this  year  are  I5  percent  above  the  same  period  in  1957^  and  the  nmiber  ^ 
of  pullet  chicks  hatched  as  broiler  breeding  stock  by  10  leading  firms  since  I 
the  beginning  of  1958  has  been  16  percent  above  1957 •    About  mid- August,  the  I 
n\jmber  of  broilers  maturing  \ri.ll  exceed  1957  hy  about  23  percent.    But  the  indi- 
cated continuing  short  supplies  of  pork  mil  temper  the  price  effects  of  these 
large  supplies  of  broilers. 

In  mid-Jxme,  the  U.  S.  average  price  for  broilers  was  21.0  cents  per 
pound,  \ap  0.9  cents  from  the  month  before  and  O.3  cents  above  July  1957* 
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Mid-month  prices  so  fax  this  year  have  ranged  between  19«3  and  21.5  cents^  and 
for  every  month  were  higher  than  in  1957 • 

Recent  prices  have  encoiiraged  large  hatchings  and  placements^  which  in 
recent  weeks  have  exceeded  the  year  before  by  22  percent.    The  first  birds  from 
these  heavier  placements  will  be  slaughtered  in  late  August^  when  seasonal  demand 
for  broilers  will  still  be  good.  , 

The  expected  increase  in  supply  of  competing  pork  products  mil  be  con- 
siderably less  than  had  been  expected  earlier.    Farmers  tentatively  planned  a 
6  percent  increase  in  the  production  of  spring  pigs  in  1958^  for  slaughter 
mostly  in  August- January  1958-59*    But  a  more  recent  survey  among  hog  producers 
has  shoiim  that  the  pig  crop  from  which  hog  marketings  will  be  draim  in  the  re- 
mainder of  1958  is  only  2  percent  larger  than  in  1957*    Even  mth  the  concentra- 
tion of  this  increase  into  prospective  marketings  for  the  third  quarter,  the 
tendency  will  be  for  pork  prices  to  hold  higher  than  long-time  averages. 
Particularly  when  considered  in  light  of  the  population  increase  mentioned  on 
page    b,  this  supply  increase  is  likely  to  be  very  modest  so  far  as  its  price 
effect  for  broilers  is  concerned. 

Another  influence  upon  broiler  prices  in  late  summer  will  be  the  in- 
creased supply  of  by-product  young  chickens  stemming  from  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  chickens  being  raised  for  laying- flock  replacement.    This  "v/ill  supple- 
m.ent  the  prospective  larger  supply  of  broilers  as  a  bearish  price-malting  factor 
this  fall  that  was  absent  last  fall.    Finally,  there  is  the  usual  seasonal  drop- 
off in  broiler  demand  in  the  last  quarter  of  each  year.     In  mid-November  and 
mid-December  last  year,  broiler  prices  were  below  17  cents,  after  having  aver- 
aged over  20  cents  in  each  of  the  three  summer  months.    Broiler  prices  in  195^ 
followed  an  almost  identical  seasonal  pattern,  and  in  preceding  years  the  last- 
quarter  prices  were  also  generally  the  lowest  of  the  year. 

Despite  the  precedents  toward  lower-than-average  prices  for  broilers  late 
each  year,  a  significantly  increased  number  of  breeder  birds  was  hatched  in 
February  and  Inarch.    These  are  now  presumably  laying  the  hatching  eggs  which 
Tri.ll  be  converted  into  marketable  chickens  this  fall  and  winter.    During  the  per- 
iod 7  to  12  months  before  the  final  quarter  of  1958,  10  importajit  sources  of 
broiler  breeding  stock  sold  15  percent  more  eggs  and  pullets  than  a  year  earlier. 
Although  this  increase  is  not  reflected  in  official  testings  (many  hatcheries 
test  privately),  it  has  been  reported  that  recent  chick  prices  of  about  ik  cents 
each  (11  cents  a  year  ago)  have  encouraged  broiler  contractors  to  seek  lower- 
cost  supplies,  in  some  instances  via  their  own  production. 
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Large  Late  Hatch  of  Turkeys, 
but  Total  Crop  to  be  Smaller 

Despite  a  hatching  season  which  continued  later  than  last  year,  1958 
turkey  production  \n.ll  be  down  sharply  from  the  8I  million  birds  raised  in  1957* 
About  an  8  percent  production  cut  seems  assured  despite  expected  output  in  July 
and  August  veil  above  last  year.     In  11  States  which  report  weekly,  Jvme  ha.tch- 
ings  were  above  a  year  before,  but  lintil  June  1,  liatchings  load  been  10  percent 
under  1957. 

Turkey  prices  in  mid- June  were  about  2  cents  per  pound  above  last  year  — 
25.6  cents,  compared  -vrith  23.3  cents.    This  differential,  about  the  same  as  the 
average  1957  "to  1958  difference  since  mid-March,  may  not  widen  much  as  the 
season  progresses,  despite  the  sharp  cutback  in  production.    Cold  storage  stocks 
remain  large,  thougii  recent  use  of  stocks  from  storage  has  been  encoiaraging. 
Holdings  in  35  cities  in  early  July  remained  the  largest  on  record  for  the  date 
except  for  last  year.    During  August  or  early  September  the  direction  of  storage 
movement  is  likely  to  reverse,  from  out  to  in,  because  current  slaughter  then 
ATill  exceed  usual  no n- holiday  consmption.     At  that  time,  also,  the  deficit  in 
production  from  last  year  \n.ll  become  less  significant  as  a  price  factor. 
Storage  demand  for  1958  txarkeys  is  likely  to  be  less  than  the  year  before,  be- 
cavise  storage  operations  for  1957  toms  were  only  moderately  profitable. 

For  late-season  hatchings,  the  increases  over  last  year  in  output  of 
heavy- type  poults  are  spectacular.    These  hatchings  in  1957  fell  sharply  from 
Jmxe  to  J\ily,  from  11.0  million  to  2.9  million.    June  output  this  year  probably 
equalled  or  exceeded  June  1957  (report  to  be  issued  while  this  Poultiy  and  Egg 
Situation  is  in  press),  and  weekly  settings  of  heavy- breed  eggs  in  11  States 
for  late  Jxily  hatchings  were  more  than  double  last  year.    This  evidence  of  late 
hatching  suggests  tliat  November  and  December  slaughter  may  be  greater  than  a 
year  before. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  1957  hatchings  fell  off  more  sharply  than 
usual  in  June  and  July.    By  contrast,  1958  will  have  a  "late"  crop. 
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im-1  POULTRY  FARt'i  INCOME  SERIES  DEVELOPED 

By  Edward  J.  Smith  ' 
Agricultural  Research  Service 

A  nev  statisticeJ.  series  on  the  operations  of  representative  commercial 
po^oltry  farms  in  Nev  Jersey  has  recently  been  developed  by  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service.    This  is  the  latest  addition  to  the  group  of  Production,,  In- 
come and  Costs  rtudies  for  which  publication  was  begun  in  19^1.  1/  Information 
from  special  field  surveys  and  available  statistical  and  research  data  is  used 
to  develop  these  series,  which  describe  "typicaJ"  farms  of  various  types  and 
sizes  in  different  parts  of  the  coumtry.    Series  for  some  of  the  farms  start  as 
early  as  in  I93O,  and  others  go  back  only  to  19^5-    Each  is  brought  up  to  date 
annually. 

l^jy  poultry  farms  in  New  Jersey  closely  resemble  the  composite  in  the 
new  series,  particularly  -vTith  respect  to  trends  in  flock  size,  rate  of  lay, 
methods  and  equipment  used  and  financial  requirements.     In  terms  of  a  typicaJ. 
farm,  the  study  shows  the  important  changes  since  19^i-5  on  comm.ercial  pouJLtry 
farms  in  one  of  the  most  concentrated  egg-producing  areas  of  the  country. 


Specialized  New  Jersey  Egg  Farms,  1945-57 

PRICE  RATIO  AND  NET  FARM  INCOME 


1945  1950  1955 

*  POUNDSOF  FEED  THAT  ONE  DOZEN  EGGS  yiILL  BUY. 

A  NET  FARM  INCOME  IS  THE  RETURN  FOR  THE  FARMERS'  AND  HIS  FAMILY'S  LABOR,  AND  FOR  THE  INVESTED  CAPITAL. 
1957  DATA  ARE  PRELIMINARY. 

U.  5.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  N  E  G .  6  2  79  -  5  8  (  6)     AGRICULTURAL   MARKETING  SERVICE 

1/  The  current  publication  of  these  series  is  in  Farm  Coste  and  Returns , 

Agriculture  Information  Bulletin  I76,  revised  June  195B 
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Most  of  the  commercial  poultry  farms  in  New  Jersey  are  highly  specialized. 
They  seldom  produce  crops,  but  purchase  their  entire  feed  requirements.  Very 
few  attempt  to  retail  majiy  of  their  eggs.     The  operator  and  members  of  his 
family,  vho  generally  furnish  about  three- fourths  of  the  labor  needed,  usually 
concentrate  on  the  production  end  and  sell  their  eggs  through  wholesale  outlets. 

Tliese  poultryriien  generally  raise  enougli  pullets  each  year  to  replace  most 
of  the  layers  raised  in  the  preceding  year.    The  light  breeds,  particularly 
VJhite  Leghorns,  are  most  popular,  and  are  usually  bought  as  sexed  cliicks. 

As  on  other  types  of  farms,  mechanization  has  enabled  egg  producers  to 
handle  much  larger  operations  with  little  additional  labor.    The  year-round 
average  number  of  layers  in  a  specialized  flock  during  1957  ^ra,s  nearly  k,000 
or  about  83  percent  higlier  than  the  number  in  19^5 •    During  the  same  12-year 
interval,  total  hours  of  labor  rose  only  11  percent. 

A  large  paxt  of  the  labor  on  poultry  farms  goes  into  preparing  the  eggs 
for  market.     The  job  of  cleaning  and  sorting  eggs  was  mechanized  on  most  of 
these  farms  in  the  late  19^ 's.     Labor  costs  also  were  reduced  on  many  farms 
by  improving  the  layout  of  the  egg  sorting  and  packing  room. 

Until  about  1950^  hand-filled  feed  hoppers  were  almost  Invariably  used. 
Since  then,  more  than  lialf  of  these  operators  have  equipped  their  laying  houses 
with  bulk  feed  bins  and  automatic  feeders.    This  labor-saving  equipment  also 
has  enabled  poviltrymen  to  cut  their  feed  bills  because  of  discounts  given  on 
bullc  deliveries,  aiid  may  have  reduced  feed  wastage  to  some  extent. 

Early  in  the  postwar  period  many  New  Jersey  poultrymen  began  to  raise 
two  or  more  lots  of  pullets  each  year  instead  of  only  one,  as  was  previous 
common  practice.    As  a  result,  fuller  use  is  made  of  buildings,  equipment  and 
labor  by  operating  more  nearly  at  capacity  throughout  the  year.    This  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  since  19^9  "the  average  number  of  layers  during  the  year 
has  held  around  90  percent  of  those  on  hand  January  1,  while  in  previous  years 
it  has  been  less  than  70  percent. 

The  steady  up-\-rard  trend  in  the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  has  also  increased 
production  efficiency  on  these  farms.  In  19^5^  eggs  produced  per  layer  aver- 
aged 172  compared  with  around  190  dxiring  the  last  6  years.  This  has  not  only 
increased  the  productivity  of  labor,  equipment  and  buildings,  but  has  been  a 
primary  factor  in  reducing  the  feed  requirements  per  dozen  eggs  from  7  po\mds 
in  19^5  "to  6,k  pounds  in  recent  years. 

These  developments  —  particularly  the  substitution  of  machines  for 
muscles  and  the  liigher  rate  of  lay  —  have  improved  production  efficiency.  They 
are  reflected  in  a  55  percent  increase  in  power  and  machinery  used  per  farm, 
and  a  129  percent  jump  in  production  per  hour  of  man  labor  between  19^5  and 
1957^  as  sho'VTn  by  the  indexes  in  Table  1.    As  a  more  general  measure,  production 
per  unit  of  input  rose  nearly  25  percent  in  the  same  period. 
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But  physically  efficient  production  is  no  guarantee  of  profitable 
production.    This  is  particularly  true  of  a  highly  competitive  industry  like 
egg  production^  in  which  output  can  be  (axid  u.sually  is  I)  quickly  expanded  to 
tal^e  advantage  of  favorable  price-cost  conditions. 

Income  on  these  farms  has  been  highly  variable.     In  the  13-year  period 
covered  by  this  study,  net  farm  income  vas  over  $4,000  in  5  years  (and  over 
$6,000  in  3  of  these),  between  $2,000  and  $3,000  in  3,  and  \ander  $2,000  in  the 
other  5  years.     ("Net  farm  income"  is  defined  later  in  this  article.) 

No  very  consistent  cycle  of  income  is  evident.    After  the  relatively 
modest  incomes  of  19^5-46,  there  were  three  good  years  in  19^7-49  followed  by 
alternating  poor  and  good  years  until  1955*    Since  then,  as  shown  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  charts  illustrating  this  article,  the  income  trend  has  been 
downward . 

Under  the  conditions  that  prevailed  during  this  13-year  period  changes 
in  egg  prices  were  probably  more  important  than  any  other  single  reason  in 
producing  fluctuations  in  net  farm  income.    Egg  sales  make  up  over  95  percent 
of  the  gross  farm  income  of  these  poultrymen.    As  another  indication  of  the 
importance  of  egg  prices,  an  exaniple  can  be  token  from  the  195^  sales  of  62,87? 
dozen  for  the  "typical"  farm.     If  the  price  had  been  just  a  penny  per  dozen 
higlier,  and  everything  else  had  remained  the  same,  the  result  would  have  been 
an  increase  of  about  $629,  or  nearly  39  percent,  in  net  farm  income. 

Prices  paid  for  feed  also  are  of  vital  importance  to  these  New  Jersey 
poultrymen.    They  generally  buy  all  the  feed  required  for  the  poultry,  and  the 
cost  usually  maizes  up  about  tliree-fourths  of  total  cash  expenses.     In  1956,  a 
reduction  of  10  cents  per  hundred  pounds  (about  2^  percent)  would  have  cut 
expenses  by  $486  and  upped  net  farm  income  about  30  percent. 

The  effect  on  net  farm  income  of  egg  prices  and  feed  prices,  tal^en  to- 
gether, is  of  course  greater  than  that  of  either  one  alone,  as  higher  feed 
prices  can  partly  or  wholly  offset  the  effects  of  higher  egg  prices,  or  vice 
versa.    Therefore,  the  poultryman's  economic  welfare  depends  not  only  on  egg 
prices  but  on  the  price  of  eggs  relative  to  feed  prices  —  the  "egg-feed  price 
ratio".    Th'is  is  simply  the  n\;imber  of  pounds  of  feed  that  a  dozen  eggs  vn.ll  buy. 
Its  importance  is  illiistrated  by  the  close  correspondence  between  changes  in 
income  axid  cnanges  in  the  egg- feed  price  ratio,  e,s  sho\m  in  the  accompa^nying 
chart . 

The  adequacy  of  a  particular  income  figure  depends  partly  on  what  it 
includes.     The  ten'a  "net  farm  income",  as  used  here,  includes  the  net  cash 
farm  income,  plus  the  value  of  farm  products  used  and  rental  value  of  the  farm 
home,  plus  any  inventory  increase  (or  minus  any  decrease)  as  shoim  in  Table  1. 
It  is  the  total  retujrn  to  the  operator  and  his  family  for  their  labor  and 
management,  and  for  the  capital  invested  in  the  farm  business. 
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These  farms  currently  represent  an  average  total  investment  of  around 
$50^000  per  farm.     Indebtedness  among  these  farm  operators  was  not  estimated^ 
but  many  carry  substantial  mortgages  and  other  debts.    Even  where  the  farm 
operator  is  free  of  debt^  income  figures  shoiUd  ziot  be  compared  directly  with 
earnings  in  other  lines  of  work  which  require  little  or  no  investment  unless 
some  adjustment  is  made  for  this  factor. 

Variations  in  totaJL  U.  S.  egg  production  generally  result  in  relatively 
greater  percentage  changes  in  egg  prices.     A  one  percent  increase  in  supplies, 
for  example,  usually  pushes  egg  prices  down  by  much  more  than  one  percent.  Thus 
lajrger  egg  supplies  are  marketed  only  at  considerably  reduced  prices. 

The  impact  of  such  price  variations  on  the  individual  egg  producer  is 
particularly  severe  because,  as  pointed  out  above,  it  talces  only  a  sraall  change 
in  egg  prices  to  bring  about  quite  a  substantial  cliange  in  net  farm  income. 


The  next  issue  of  The  Poultry 
and  Egg  Situation  is  scheduled  for 
release  on  September  I9. 


PES -196 


-  13 


JULY  1958 


2 

CO 

ir\ 

3 

o\ 

"— ' 

0 

0 

OJ 

LTN 

0 

IP\ 

OS 

00 

1-1 

ir\ 

J- 

ro 

3 

VO 

o\ 

H 

m 

0? 

l/^ 

v£> 

no 

0 

ir\ 

CO 

0\ 

m 

H 

CVJ 

W 

t— 

J- 

ON 

H 

ro 

cvj 

ON 
r-i 


CJ 

0 

t- 

OJ 

CO 

OJ 

LfN 

H 

H 

m 

W 

VD 


ON 


CO 

o 


CO 

t— 


8^ 


en 


o 

r-l 
OJ 


ON 
H 


8^ 


ON 
CO 


CO 
rH 


t- 

0 

CO 

LTV 

CO 

t— 

H 

ON 

H 

0? 

0? 

ON 


Os 
H 


0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
t— 

ITN 

H 

H 

0 
0 
0 

0 

8, 

0 
0 

rH 

Cm 

m 

vo" 

H 

•t 

CO 

OJ 

0 

0 
00 

CO 

UN 

H 

e 

0 
CVJ 

NO 

rH 

•v 

Q 
J- 

H 

0 
— 
CO 

t— 

OJ 

0 

ir\ 

VD 

VO 

H 

0 
LTN 
0 

8 

0 

LTN 

m 

no" 

rH 

CO 

ON  5 
H  rH 


CO  (S 

rH  rH 


O 


O 
rH 

CO 


t- 


o 
o 


o 
o 


o 
t-- 


o 


o 

OJ 


s  s 

8 

01 

•\ 

rH 

NO 
01 

vj" 
OJ 


t— 

NO 


NO 

OJ 


NO 
NO 


NO 

OJ 


OJ 


8^ 

LfN 
OJ 


OJ 

o 


ITN 
OJ 

H 

oT 

OJ 

OJ 
CO 
J- 

ON 
OJ 


CO 


ON 
CO 


ol 

o 


CO 
rH 
ON 


NO 

no" 
OJ 

UN 
cr, 
ON 

no" 
OJ 


ON 
no" 

01 

OJ 

CO 


no 
OJ 


r- 

ON 
H 

ON 
H 

o 

o 
01 


OJ 
CVJ 


o 

OJ 

o 

ON 

ON 
rH 


NO 
CO 

o 


NO 
rH 
ON 


no 


o 


OJ 


OS 

J-  OJ 


J-  OJ 


NO 

o 


5 

ON 


OJ 

CO 


NO 
CO 


00 
ON 

CO 


0 

NO 

H 

ro 

w 

NO 

L/N 

8 

t-- 

H 

NO 

CO 

t— 

l/N 

ON 

NO 

L/N 

rH 

CO 

NO 

01 

OJ 

CO 

1 

H 

OJ 

NO 

LTS 

rH 

NO 

so" 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

0 

0 

01 

01 

ro 

ON 

OJ 

cn 

f- 

m 

-d- 

OJ 

0 

L/N 

tr\ 

NO 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

8^ 

-d- 

•» 

•\ 

r-i 

r— 

ON 

H 

NO 

0 

no" 

-* 

m 

Oi 

OJ 

01 

OJ 


CO 
CO 
OJ 

•V 

NO 

OJ 


OJ  H 

CO  NO 

OS  ro 

J-"  rH 
OJ 


CO  NO 
CO 

OJ 


OJ 
OJ 


NO  ^ 

^  8 

^  rH 
rH 


8i 


CO 
00 


o 

OJ 


NO 
H 

NO 

H 

CO 
CO 


OJ 
ON 


3 


S 


m 

UN 

OJ 


NO 

t-- 


OJ 

CO 


5 

ON 


OJ 
CO 
ON 


OJ 

81 


UN 
CO 
ON 


UN 
CO 
ON 


OS 


NO 


NO 
NO 


OS 
OJ 
J- 


NO 


o 

OJ 


t— 

UN 
H 

no" 


CO 
NO 


rH 

NO 


CO 

t- 

ro 

OD 

ro 

CO 

H 

ro 

UN 

8< 

0 

NO 

OJ 

ro 

t— 

t- 

rH 

ro 

CO 

UN 

rT 

oT 

01 

H 

cu 

H 

ro 

CO 

OS 

ON 

ON 

UN 

OS 

ON 

rH 

rH 

rH 

ON 

0] 

OJ 

t- 

rH 

OJ 

NO 

UN 

NO 

OJ 

rH 

CO 
rH 

ro 


NO 
UN 


fO 


CO  rH 
UN  rH 
H  r-l 


ON 

O 


ON  NO 
OJ  O 
H  rH 


^  NO 

OJ  o 

H  rH 


UN  NO 

OJ  o 

H  rH 


SNO 
o 

H  rH 


^  UN 


ro  UN 
O 

rH 


NO 
ON 


J- 


CO 
ON 


ON 

NO 


ro 


co 


H 

ON 


OS 


rH 

CO 


NO 

o 


O 


OJ 

CO 


J- 

OS 


O 
O 


o 

o 

rH 


OJ 

O 


J- 

ON 


81 


O 
H 


O 
H 


ON 

CO 


OS 
ro 


rH 


UN 
J- 


ON 

0 

Id 

0 

0 

■p 

0 

UN 

r-j 

a) 

• 

0 

w 

H 

-p 

0 

(L) 

H 

J- 

<)H 

• 

(U 

CO 

•rl 

UN 

• 

0) 

•a 

■P 

NO 

to 

CO 

0 

OJ 

0 

0 

0 

ro 

rH 

ro 

NO 

ro 

NO 

ON 

OJ 

UN 

0 

J- 

I— 

0 

8 

0 

UN 

ro 

01 

J- 

OS 

NO 

0 

NO 

NO 

CO 

t- 

^ 

00 

rH 

OJ 

rH 

ro 

H 

OJ 

ON 

NO 

UN 

ro 

t- 

UN 

0 

•\ 

"\ 

H 

oT 

OJ 

UN 

J- 

r-T 

NO 

ro 

01 

H 

Oj" 

ON 

ro 

OJ 

CJ 

H 

H 

H 

a 

IB 

to 

v> 

■d 

•P 

• 

g 

■p 

•H 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

i 

0 

0 

d 

B 

B 

-d 

Tl 

•d 

•d 

•d 

•d 

■d 

OJ 

0 

0 

(U 

0 

Q 

CM 

I 


i-1  dl 
-P 

O  -P 

(U  4^ 
!h  O 

§  •> 

^  H 
-p 
a 

i 


(U 
■d  -rl 

+> 

d 

(U 

10 

(U 
!h 
Pi 
(U 


O  <U 
-S 

>  -P 

+J  d 

Oj  O 

0)  25 

(H  03 

0  -r) 

o 
ra  -H 

u  (3 

ft  (U 

o 

(U  -H 

01  h 

OjltH 


O 


O 

a 


1 
« 

•H 

CS 

u 

g 

■H 

o 


-d 


-d 
o 


to 

O 


O 


-p 
d 

$ 

(0 
OJ 


to 

-p 

■r( 

D 
O 
4) 


-P 
O 

en 


+> 

O 


H 

O 


4-> 

O 

CM 


■d 

l-H 

0 

ta 

+> 

in 

ID 

0 

?l 

-P 

Xi 

p< 

0 

0" 

in 

0 

3 

it-i 

M 

0 

0 

ft 

•p 

•ri 

or 

10 

i 

0 

H 

aj 

(1) 

B 

0 

m 

Ifl 

'd 

d 

d 

d 

a 

rH 

(U 

■H 

•H 

<u 

1) 

OJ 

!> 

i-i 

i 

P) 

ft 

•H 

V 

10 

tt) 

-d 

4) 

1^ 

a 

!-i 

d 

d 

0 

■p 

•H 

<D 

0 

0 

(1) 

•H 

•H 

•H 

fH 

ft 

& 

-P 

-P 

£ 

0 

0 

to 

to 

u 

m 

0 

d 

0 

CD 

(U 

-d 

lU 

cJ 

■g 

0 

0 

(U 

^; 

0 

0 

d 

•H 

•H 

(U 

-p 

1 

V 

>H 

U 

■P 

(in 

0 

+> 

B 

> 

•p 

CU 

a. 

CM 

Ph 

0 

D 

d 

EH 

s 

s 

H 

l-H 

« 

0) 
N 

O 

<u 
ft 


ft 


4 


ro 


-P 
o 

ft  • 

<u 

'H 

w 


■  -ri 

EH 

f1 


PES-196 


-  11+  - 


JULY  1958 


Table  2  . — Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement- type  chicks,  availahle  data,  195'+ 
to  date,  and  replacement-type  eggs  in  incubators,  June  1,  1958,  and 
chickens  raised.  United  States,  195'*-  to  date 


Month  and  item  ; 

Unit  ; 

195*^  ': 

1955  ': 

1956  ': 

1957 

':      I95S  1/ 

Hatchings  ! 

January 

Miillon 

32.9 

39.3 

30.5 

3I+.U 

February 

do. 

71.2 

81^.0 

56.3 

61.9 

March 

do. 

_2/201.5 

1U8.8 

1^+9.5 

109.1+ 

IIU.6 

April 

do. 

2/193.9 

163.9 

129.  U 

136.1 

May 

do. 

2/111.5 

107.9 

108.8 

90.8 

111.6 

June 

do. 

2/  33.9 

32.7 

31^.7 

27.9 

2/12I1. 

Tt IT 

July 

QO  . 

11.9 

August 

:  do. 

12.6 

l'+.3 

10.2 

September 

do. 

ll+.l 

1U.8 

12.3 

OctoDer 

QO  • 

XD.  D 

If.! 

1 J  .U 

November 

do. 

15.5 

IU.7 

12.2 

December 

:        do . 

J-f  .5 

15.9 

15.7 

Total,  calendar  year 

:  do. 

61^.6 

667.9 

519.5 

Total,  12  months  ending  July 

of  given  year 

:  do. 

667. 1+ 

533.0 

Chickens  raised,  calendar  year 

:  do. 

539.9 

U61.9 

U78.6 

39^^.3 

Pullets  on  hand,  January  1 

following 

(a)  Number 

;  do. 

':  257.2 

238.6 

2U9.6 

22U.2 

(b)  As  a  percentage  of 

':  hQ 

chickens  raised 

:  Percent 

52 

52 

57 

Sexed  pullets  as  a  percentage 

_k/6l 

of  farmers'  chick  purchases 

:  do. 

':  h9 

50 

53 

60 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Derived.  3/  Eggs  in  incubators  first  of  month  as  a  percentage  of  previous  year. 
k/ February  intentions. 


Table   3  . — Hatchings  of  replacement-type  chicks,  by  regions, 
Jan\iaiy-May  1958,  with  comparisons 


Region 

Hens  £ind 
piillets 

on  farms, 
Jan.  1, 

1953 

Chickens  raised 

Hatchings,  January-May 

Eggs  in 
incubators 
June  1,  1958 
as  a  percetit 
of  a  year 
earlier 

1957 

I95B 
intentions 

as  a 
percentage 
of  1957  U 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1953 
as  a 
percentage 
of  1957 

New  England 
Middle  Atlantic 
East  North  Central 
West  North  Central 
South  Atlantic 
East  South  Central 
West  South  Central 
Mountain 
Pacific 

United  S  .ates 


Million 

15.8 
^5.3 
65.7 
92.6 
39.1+ 
2I+.5 
26.3 
3.8 
33-7 


Million 


21.6 


U0.7 
7I.O1 
105. 6-" 

50.3 
30.6, 
28.5^ 
ll.7i 

3h.9' 


Percent 

103 

105 
106 
llU 

loU 


352.1 


391^.9 


106 


Million 

Million 

Million 

Percent 

Percent 

29.6 

19.1+ 

23.2 

120 

95 

63.6 

1+6,9 

52.0 

111 

118 

125.6 

102.2 

105.6 

103 

119 

200.2 

150.7 

171.5 

111+ 

II+2 

28.6 

21.5 

2I+.9 

116 

128 

15.1 

12.9 

15.1 

117 

no 

52.1 

22.0 

23.5 

107 

11+3 

10.1 

8.0 

8.2 

102 

117 

35.0 

32.7 

106 

115 

541.0 

1+16.1+ 

1+16.6 

110 

12l+ 

1/  These  data  available  on  a  5 -region  ba^is  only.  The  bracketed  regions  in  the  preceding  column  indicate 
those  •which  are  combined  to  nake  a  5-i'egion  break. 
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Table  5  . — Factors  indicative  of  number    of  layers  to  be  on  hand  January  1,  1958 


(a)  Fall  pullet  numbers  and  derivation 


Sexed 

Computed 

Pallets 

on  hand 

as  a 

VM  1  »w  r\  A  v« 

numocp 
of 

October  1 

January  1  following 

Year 

Chickens 
,  raised 

percent- 
age of 
farmers • 
chick 
purchases 

pullets 

among 
chickens 
raised 

y 

Lay- 
ing 

;  Not  ; 
-  ■  yet  * 

:  lay-  ;  Total 

.*  i 

Lay-  • 
ing  • 

Not  ; 

yet  .* 
lay-  ; 
ing  ] 

Total 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Mil.      Mil.  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

19*^6 
19if7 
19*^8 

19^9 

.  738 
.  719 

:  705 

22 
26 
30 
31 

435 
439 
387 
444 

126 
131 
125 
140 

199  325 
195  326 
176  301 
185  324 

244 
243 
227 

255 

37 
35 
31 
32 

281 
278 
258 
287 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 

:  620 
623 

:  561 
548 

32 

33 
37 

42 

397 
399 
370 
372 

l4l 

143 
142 
154 

142  283 
144  288 

117  259 
112  266 

229 
231 

215 
231 

29 
30 

23 
24 

258 
261 
238 
255 

1955 
1956 

1  Q'lT  0  / 
^yj  1  d. 

1958 

:  540 
.  462 
479 
394 

49  383         168      104      273  233 

50  333         l48       94      242  211 
53            349         167       92      259  217 
60            304         144        83      227  193 

3/61  . 

(b)  Fall  hen  numbers  and  derivations 

25 
27 
32 

31 

257 
239 
250 
224 

Layers  and  potential  layers 
'                on  hand,  January  1 

Hens  on  hand 

•  TotsLl,  includ- 
Hens            :      ^^g  pullets 

October  1 

January  1 
following 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

19^7 
19J^8 

1949 

151 
150 
l4o 
l4l 

473 
431 

4l8 
399 

202 
198 

193 
184 

150 
l40 
l4l 
137 

1950 
1951 
1952 

137 
I4l 

136 

135 

424 
399 
397 
373 

189 

179 
172 
156 

l4l 
136 
135 
116 

1955 
1956 

1957 1! 
1958 

116 
111 
122 
120 
128 

371 
369 
360 

369 
352 

154 
166 
150 
164 

111 
122 

119 
128 

1/  Ccaaputed  with  allowance  for  pullets  among  straight-run  chicks  bought. 
2/'  Preliminary 
^  Intentions-. 
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Table  8  .-  Shell  eggs:    Storage  stocks,  first -of -month.  United  States,  I95O  to  date; 

weeld.y,  35  cities,  August  1957  to  date 


Year 

\  Jan. 

,  Feb. 

Mar. 

'  Apr. 

May 

Jxine 

July 

Aug. 

Sept . 

'  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

(a)  Monthly, 

United  States 

1950  : 

no 

380 

735 

1,296 

3,iH2 

3,667 

3,163 

2,568 

1,558 

502 

61 

1951  : 

75 

159 

309 

973 

2,083 

2,427 

2,270 

1,615 

958 

527 

230 

QU2 

2,l81t 

3,18J^ 

3,357 

2,728 

2  i6q 

1  7C)Q 

1  000 

oyj 

1953  ; 

153 

120 

2W 

375 

816 

1A3I 

1,513 

1,199 

827 

'288 

137 

195*^  : 

89 

73 

133 

lt42 

728 

1,3^ 

1,639 

1,1^35 

1,031 

833 

636 

325 

1955  : 

193 

235 

258 

lj-79 

1,183 

2,088 

2,292 

2,2kh 

1,680 

l,i4o 

eok 

333 

1956  : 

111 

299 

306 

309 

638 

1,200 

1,^^53 

1,259 

1,020 

727 

616 

525 

1957  : 

320 

328 

519 

932 

1,208 

1,719 

1,812 

1,507 

l,17i+ 

895 

552 

302 

1958  : 

209 

171 

105 

79 

322 

700 

(b)  Weekly, 

35  cities 

Weeks  ; 

1958 

1957 

First  : 

169 

126 

70 

^1 

29lj- 

642 

707 

1,257 

959 

728 

452 

23k 

Second  : 

162 

113 

50 

69 

371 

692 

1,206 

905 

659 

378 

213 

Third  : 

152 

96 

no 

1+38 

710 

1,157 

852 

600 

335 

188 

Fourth  : 

H^3 

^ 

l9i^ 

517 

713 

1,095 

802 

522 

281^ 

17'<- 

Fifth  : 

572 

1,017 

23k 

Table  9  .-  Frozen  egg:    Storage  stocks,  first -of -month.  United  States,  195O  to  date; 

weekly,  35  cities,  August  1957  to  date 


Year 

1  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Monthly,  United  States 

1950 

3h 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

104 

76  . 

1951  : 

h7 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952 

67 

53 

61 

84 

111 

146 

166 

163 

144 

124 

95 

72 

1953 

50 

35 

1^2 

65 

99 

132 

160 

153 

133 

no 

87 

61 

1951^ 

k2 

38 

1+2 

92 

136 

167 

186 

181 

161 

139 

n8 

95 

1955 

75 

66 

63 

8k 

126 

171 

194 

195 

180 

155 

128 

101 

1956 

51 

k2 

61 

95 

i4o 

172 

177 

168 

152 

132 

109 

1957 

.  87 

75 

66 

78 

108 

l4o 

167 

177 

164 

147 

124 

99 

1958 

75 

6k 

60 

53 

68 

102 

(b)  Weekly, 

35  cities 

Weeks 

1958 

1957 

First 

39 

36 

29 

3h 

51 

66 

98 

92 

82 

72 

56 

Second 

.  h3 

39 

35 

29 

37 

56 

97 

90 

80 

68 

52 

Third 

I  hi 

38 

33 

30 

kl 

60 

96 

88 

77 

65 

h9 

Fourth 

39 

38 

31 

31 

hh 

62 

95 

85 

75 

62 

kl 

Fifth 

30 

hi 

93 

59 
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Table  3-1    —Broilers:    Prices  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  195^  to  date 


Year 

;  jan» 

Feb. : 

Mar.  : 

Apr. : 

May 

:  June 

July  : 

Aug. : 

Sept . : 

Oct. : 

Nov.  : 

Dec . 

Ct . 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct . 

Ct. 

(a)  U.  S. 

mid -month  average  price  received  by  farmers, 

live 

195^ 

22.6 

23-5 

21^.3 

23.7 

24.4 

25.4 

24.9 

23.0 

21.0 

20.1 

19.2 

1955 

2J+.4 

25.4 

29.7 

28. 

27.0 

27.2 

26.5 

26.9 

25.2 

22.0 

21.2 

19.4 

20.6 

21. 

21.9 

20.8 

21.1 

20.2 

21.4 

19.6 

18.2 

17.2 

16.8 

16.6 

18.0 

19.5 

19-5 

18.8 

19-3 

20.7 

21.4 

20.7 

18.1 

17.0 

16.9 

16.4 

1958 

19.9 

20.3 

21.5 

19.3 

20.1 

21.0 

(b)  Del-Mar-Va,  average  price,  live  1/ 

195^^ 

:  22.2 

20.9 

21.9 

25.1 

21.8 

24.7 

25.3 

25.0 

24.1 

18.0 

21.8 

19.1 

1955 

25.1 

26.9 

29.8 

32.0 

25.2 

28.1 

28.0 

28.0 

26.9 

20.8 

18.7 

19.7 

1Q56 

21.5 

22.9 

22.9 

20.9 

21.2 

19.1 

22.9 

19.3 

18.4 

18.1 

16.4 

17.2 

1957 

18.1 

20.8 

21.9 

20.2 

19.1 

21.8 

22.1 

21.8 

19.2 

17.0 

16.7 

16.1 

1958 

18.8 

20.3 

22.3 

19.2 

21.4 

22.3 

20.7 

( 

c)  North  Georgia,  price  at 

farm, 

live  1/ 

195^^ 

22.0 

22.0 

23.3 

23.8 

21.4 

22.2 

24.5 

25.2 

22.6 

18.2 

21.0 

18.7 

1955 

.  22.0 

23.7 

28.1 

29.9 

25.3 

26.5 

24.3 

26.0 

25.0 

21.0 

21.1 

18.7 

1956  . 

21.3 

21.1 

21.0 

19.6 

20.0 

18.2 

21.4 

18.8 

16.6 

17.0 

16.0 

15.1 

1957  . 

16.1* 

19.6 

19.8 

19.1 

17.8 

20.1 

20.2 

20.0 

17.6 

15.8 

15.6 

16.2 

1958 

17.7 

19.2 

21.0 

18.2 

19.8 

20.0 

19.2 

(d)  San  Joaquin  Valley  of  California,  country  paying  price  1/ 


I95i^ 

25.4 

26.5 

25.0 

24.5 

24.1 

28.4 

25.5 

28.5 

24.6 

24.0 

24.2 

21.5 

1955 

22.4 

26.0 

30.6 

33.0 

27.5 

30.0 

28.0 

29.0 

28.1 

23.8 

21.0 

20.7 

1956 

21.1 

22.1 

21.1 

21.6 

22.0 

22.0 

23.5 

23.0 

21.5 

18.6 

16.4 

17.0 

1957 

22.8 

19.5 

24.6 

19.2 

19.6 

22.0 

22.0 

22.3 

20.6 

16.5 

16.6 

16.8 

1958 

18.9 

21.9 

23.0 

20.6 

21.6 

22.0 

21.9 

(e)  Chicago,  eviscerated  broilers,  wholesale  1/ 


195^^ 

:  39.7 

37-^ 

39.1 

39.2 

36.1 

37.7 

40.5 

41.1 

37.6 

32.5 

35A 

32.5 

1955 

:  35.8 

38.8 

45.2 

47.2 

4l.o 

42.6 

39.8 

42.2 

32.6 

35.2 

34.2 

32.2 

1956 

:  36.3 

35.9 

35.8 

33.6 

33.6 

32.0 

35.2 

32.5 

30.1 

28.6 

27.8 

26.3 

1957 

:  29.3 

33.8 

33.6 

32.5 

29.4 

33.9 

33. 

33.6 

30.5 

27.5 

26.8 

27.2 

1958 

:  29.2 

32.2 

35-0 

31.5 

33.9 

34.2 

^32.8 

(f)  New  York,  N.  Y.  dressed  broilers,  2^  lb.,  wholesale  l/ 

30.1  28.4  28.6  32.2  29.3  30.6  31.0  30.2  30.2  25.0  26.7 
31-7  32.7  35-6  37-0  31-2  35-0  34.1  33.0  33-^  25.9  26.8 
27.4  27.0  27.4  25.0  26.6  26.8  28.1  24.8  24.2  22.8  21.1 

24.2  25.2  26.8  25.4  24.6  26.5  27. 1  27.4  26.8  22.8  23.8 
24.6  2o.6  27.3  26.6  28.0  28.3  ^27.1 


25.0 
24.2 
22.2 
22.8 


1/  First  full  week  of  month. 


2/ 


4  day  average. 
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Table 

12.— Turkey 

prices, 

per  pound: 

Selected  series. 

January 

I95I*  to 

date 

Year 

Jan.  : 

Feb. 

:    Mar .  : 

Apr.  : 

May  : 

June  : 

July  : 

Aug.  : 

Sept. 

:    Oct.  : 

Hov .  : 

Dec. 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cen:3 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a)  Average  farm  price,  mid-month  (live).  United  States 

195'^ 

33.2 

33.9 

33.6 

33.3 

31.0 

31.3 

28.6 

27.6 

27.6 

27.0 

28.5 

29.6 

1955 

27. u 

29.5 

30.1+ 

29.7 

28.9 

29.1; 

29.6 

29.5 

31.0 

31.2 

29.8 

30.5 

1956  : 

30.6 

31.0 

31.3 

30.8 

30.6 

29.1 

28.6 

28.3 

26.7 

25.9 

25.9 

27.8 

1957 

26.6 

25.3 

25.5 

25.8 

2I+.2 

23.3 

21.8 

22.7 

22.9 

22.3 

23.5 

2U.5 

1958 

22.6 

2h.7 

27.1 

26.5 

27.1 

25.6 

(b)  Live,  heavy-tj-pe  young  toms,  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
California,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


29-30 
214-23 


17-19 


22 


25-26 
25-26 
30-33 
20-21 
22-23 


2I+-25 
28 
28 

17 

21 


2lt-25  2lt 

27  27-294 

25-26  2M-26 

18-19  "21 


22-224 
29-30 
25-25-4 
194 


23-21+ 
26--27 

23-2U 
1&4-19'' 


Live,  heavy-type  hens,  San  Joaquin  Valley,  California, 
first  day  of  month  1/ 


2k 


2k 


51-51* 
l*3-i*5 
53-51* 
k7i-k9 
39-kl 


26 
25-26 
31 
22 
28 


28 

30 
27-28 

20 
26 


28 
29 
264 
20-21 


28 
30-4-31 
274-28 
21->-22 


28  31-32 

3^-35  33 

27-27-:  254-26 

22  '  224 


(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  toms,  heaviest  weights  quoted.  New  York  City, 
first  day  of  month  1/' 


51-51*  514-5H  '^94-534  '*9-534     50-52  1*64-1*9  1*7-1*9 

hk-kQ  1*1*4-1*8  1*1-1*9  '*74-504  1*84-524  l*9|-53  51-5i* 

51^55      5lt-55  571-58  614-62      6i*-65      65-654  654-66 

146-1*7      i*i*-l*lt-;  l*5-l*6i  1*2-1*1*      i*i*-l+5      1*0-1*3  1*0-1*1 

3&4-l*l  3&4~l*o4  384-l*o|-  1+1-1*2  1*24-1*34  1*2-1*3 


1*7-1*9 

554-57 
60-61 

37-4-'*o4 


1.64-1*9 
50I-51* 
50-52 

38-394 


1*1*- 1)8 
1*8-50 
1*3- 1*1*^ 
38-1*0-4 


1951* 

:  6O-6I-, 

60-614 
1)8-51 

60-614 

1955 

:  1)8-51"" 

1)8-50 

1956 

:  50-51 

50-51 

1*94-51 

1957 

:  1*2-1*3 

39-1*0 

39i-l*l4 

1958 

:  1*3-1*1* 

1*3-1*1* 

1)6-1*7 

(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-11*  pounds.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  1/ 

1)8-1*94 


59^-614 
1)8-50 

50-514 

1*24-1*34 


534-5'* 


514-534 


524 


50-50-i  2/1*5-1*6 


1)2,-1*34 
1*9-50 


51-53 
50-52 
1*7-1*84 

1*5-1*6 


1*54-1*8 
1)8-1*94 
1)6-1*7 
37-38 


l*9j-51 

1*32-1*1+^: 

37t38 


1*7-1*9 
51-524 
1*1*- 1+1*4 
38-39 


(f)  Live,  Beltsville  Small  Whites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


1951* 

37 

35 

37 

33 

30 

30-31 

27-294 

1955 

28 

30 

30 

30 

31 

31 

30A-31 

1956 

2^?T 

33 

30-31 

29-30 

29 

26^-27 

1957 

26" 

26-27 

26 

26 

2I+-25 
28-4-30 

23-234 

23 

1958 

2lt-25 

27 

30 

30 

28 

25-26 

26-26-4 
30-30-4 

26-1 

23 


274-28 
30-304 
25-26 

23-234 


(g)  Live,  heavy-type  toms,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  1/ 


20-23 


21 


234 


20-22 

28-304 


28-30 


28 
21 


21*4 
27 
29-30 
20 


26 
29-31 
25-254 
194-204 


(h)  Live,  heavy- type  hens,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  1/ 


274 


28-284  27-4-28 


32-33 
28 
21-4-22 
27 


28 

30-4-314 
284 

23 


30^-304 

3k 
26-264 
22-23 


29 
30-4-31 
25 
23-234 


2l*-2l*4 

30 
2l*-25 
20-204 


29-30 
37 
274-28 
23-21* 


1*94-51 
52-51* 
i+i+-i*5 

i*o-i*o4 


31-32 

30-314 
254-26 

2l*-4-25 


23-21* 
26-27 

23-234 
20 


324-33 
33 
27-275 
25 


23-21* 
26-J-27 
26-28 
20-21 


3lf-32 
31-4-324 
25S-26 
26i 


1*34-1*6 
1*74-1*84 
1)8-1*94 
1*0-1+14 


51-53 
504-52 
l*i+-i*54 
1*3-1*1* 


32 
28-284 
26-27 

30 


25-254 
28-284 
27-30 
23-21* 


35-354 
32-31* 

28-  284 

29-  30 


1/  Or  next  date  when  quotation  is  available. 
2/'  ll*-l6  pounds. 


PES -196 


-  23  - 


JULY  1958 


Table  13  . — Turkeys:    Storage  stocks^  first-of -month.  United  States,  19^5  "to 
date;  weekly,  35  cities,  August  1957  to  date 


Year 

:  Jan . ; 

1  r  eo , ; 

:Mfer . ; 

:  Apr.* 

:  May  ; 

; June  ; 

.duly  : 

.  Aug . : 

: pepx . ; 

;  uc 0 . ; 

Nov . ; 

I  Dec . 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil, 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

:  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  First-of -months 

,  United  States 

19k5  : 

i  73 

7^ 

63 

14-6 

33 

29 

27 

21 

18 

27 

78 

19^^-6  : 

;  108 

135 

135 

124 

107 

97 

79 

63 

55 

if5 

84 

117 

19^7  : 

.  128 

1^4-0 

109 

95 

86 

72 

59 

4s 

39 

65 

86 

19^8  ; 

:  83 

83 

70 

55 

1+1 

33 

27 

19 

13 

15 

31^ 

1+7 

19^9  : 

51 

55 

36 

33 

29 

21 

PI 
ex. 

35 

76  107 

1950  : 

•  127 

138 

113 

93 

77 

64 

1^7 

^7 
J  1 

^3 

77 

108 

1951  : 

110 

117 

101 

80 

60 

if8 

39 

30 

25 

42 

83 

109 

1952  : 

107 

116 

107 

93 

72 

63 

56 

46 

44 

71 

142  158 

1953  : 

118 

92 

72 

60 

53 

44 

46 

69 

126  135 

X.C.C1. 

lOQ 

97 

79 

69 

57 

48 

SI 

( 0 

l4l  447 

1955 

121 

12ii. 

111 

.  93 

71 

60 

52 

^5 

48 

77 

l44  129 

1956  : 

.  95 

96 

83 

9\ 

^9 

1+1 

36 

36 

53 

98 

197  19^ 

1957  ; 

162 

170 

150 

137 

109 

98 

92 

90 

102 

149 

241  220 

1958  : 

177 

179 

15^1- 

131 

105 

84 

(b)  Weekly,  35  cities 

Weeks  l/  : 

1958 

1957 

First  : 

99 

102 

89 

71 

60 

50 

42 

47 

55 

80 

121  118 

Second  : 

103 

100 

86 

67 

58 

46 

^9 

59 

89 

131  112 

Third  : 

103 

97 

86 

9^ 

55 

^5 

1^9 

64 

98 

138 

99 

Fourth  : 

103 

93 

83 

62 

52 

51 

71 

106 

124 

9^ 

Fifth  : 

77 

50 

52 

112 

1/  Holdings  on  sucessive  Satiordays  of  each  month. 
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